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VICTORIA, B.C. - The Victoria Hospitals Foundation Visions gala set a record total last
night, raising $619,000 towards the purchase of 72 pieces of leading-edge surgical
equipment for Royal Jubilee and Victoria General hospitals. Held at the Fairmont
Empress Hotel, the event hosted 300 of Victoria’s healthcare and business leaders and
raised funds through ticket sales, significant community sponsorships, a bear raffle,
live and silent auctions and a pledge drive.

The celebratory evening was made special with a spirited performance from the
eight-piece Vancouver band, Side One, and a spectacular pledge drive that energized
the room to come together and give thousands in cash donations towards the cause.

“The impact this event has on our community each year is astounding,” said Lise
Gyorkos, Chair of the Visions Steering Committee. “There was a current of positive
energy in the room last night. It was wonderful to watch a whole community come
together to create such an incredible result.”

Some highlights of the evening include:

e An exciting live auction that included a two-week expedition trip to Greenland,
a luxury cruise to Tahiti, a farmhouse dinner at Sea Cider Farm & Ciderhouse, a
14 karat First Nations pendant and earring set, and an electric Pedego bicycle.
Officiated by John MacDonald from Adesa Richmond Public Auction in
Vancouver, the live auction raised $63,300.

e Asilent auction that raised $52,000 with items ranging from fine art and travel
getaways to luxury home items, jewelry, fashion and spa packages.

e A teddy bear raffle that contributed $15,500.

Visions is a major component of the Victoria Hospitals Foundation’s Fall Campaign,
which this year aims to raise $1.8 million for critical surgical equipment. The
campaign will benefit thousands of patients across 14 surgical specialties, including
general and cardiac surgery, urology, gynecology, ear nose and throat surgery (ENT),
thoracic surgery, and ophthalmology surgery.
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“Donor funding through the Victoria Hospitals Foundation allows us to leapfrog
innovation,” says Dr. Paul Whelan, Executive Medical Director of Surgical Services at
Island Health. “In every area of care in our hospitals we have seen advancements in
care that would not be possible without the support of donors in our community.”

Visions is one of Victoria’s longest running gala fundraisers. Since the Victoria
Hospitals Foundation’s inaugural Visions gala back in 1991, this event has helped fund
hundreds of pieces of leading edge equipment and raised more than $7 million for our
two local hospitals.

There are many ways to donate to the Victoria Hospitals Foundation including by mail,
telephone or online. You can reach the Victoria Hospitals Foundation at 250-519-1750
or online at www.victoriahf.caEvery contribution made to the Foundation’s fall
campaign will support surgical excellence in our local hospitals. Learn more about the
campaign by visiting www.victoriahf.ca/surgery

About the Victoria Hospitals Foundation

The Victoria Hospitals Foundation works in partnership with Island Health to enable
donations to Vancouver Island’s two largest and most comprehensive hospitals: the
Royal Jubilee and the Victoria General. Last year, we raised more than $6.5 million
for urgently needed medical equipment and special projects that help these two
hospitals provide care to all 765,000 residents of Vancouver Island. Since 1989, the
Victoria Hospitals Foundation has raised over $121 million to benefit our hospitals.
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